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WATER (HYDROLOGY AND HYDROGEOLOGY) 7

Determining Significance

Figure 3.4 shows how comparing the character of the predicted effect to the sensitivity of the
receiving enviranment can determine the significance of the effect.

Existing Environment
Significance £ Sensivity
High e Loveas Hegligible
»
rs
High |
:
E ! Significant

5 :
% :

c . Significant
D [ ]
wd []
- ]
_':_-.- (]
= :
] [
]
E‘E tdediom
5 = '
- .
]
e 6 :
2 :
T
o i
5 Iy .
£ :
= :
Fg‘ Lows w
= i
e ]
o :
[ [
z :
E i
- .
]
(]
Meglighle

There are seven generalised degrees of effect significance that are commenly used in EIA.
Imperceptible, Not Significant, Slight, Moderate, Significant, Very Significant and Prefound.
Generalised definitions of each of these are provided in Table 3.4. When more specific
definitions exist within a specialised factor or topic, e.q. biodiversity, these should be used in
preference to these generalised definitions. (ref. Advice Notes®.)
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