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Gareth Hughes

From: INFO <Information@tii.ie>
Sent: 16 May 2024 11:54
To: Gerald O'Reilly
Subject: TII Ref: TII24-126998 - Muingmore Wind Farm Mayo Environmental Impact Assessment 

Report – Scoping and Consultation

Dear Mr. O’Reilly, 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 18 April and 14 May 2024 regarding the above. Transport Infrastructure Ireland’s 
(TII’s) position in relation to your enquiry is as follows. 
 
TII will endeavour to consider and respond to planning applications referred to it, given its status and duties as a 
statutory consultee under the Planning Acts. The approach to be adopted by TII in making such submissions or 
comments will seek to uphold official policy and guidelines, as outlined in the Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines ‘Spatial 
Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012). Regard should also be had to other 
relevant guidance available at www.TII.ie. 
 
The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not prejudice TII’s statutory right 
to make any observations, requests for further information, objections or appeals, following the examination of any 
valid planning application referred. 
 
National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning Framework includes the objective to maintain the strategic 
capacity and safety of the national road network. In addition, Chapter 7 ‘Enhanced Regional Accessibility’ of the 
National Development Plan, 2021 – 2030, sets out the key sectoral priority of maintaining Ireland’s existing national 
road network to a robust and safe standard for users. This requirement is further reflected in the publication of the 
National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland and also the existing Statutory Section 28 Spatial Planning and 
National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities. 
 
With respect to EIAR Scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general guidance for the 
preparation of an EIAR, which may affect the national road network. 
 
The developer should have regard, inter alia, to the following: 
 
•            Consultations should be had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office, with regard to the 

locations of existing and future national road schemes. 
 
•            TII would be specifically concerned as to potential significant impacts the development would have on the 

national road network (and junctions with national roads) in the proximity of the proposed development, 
including the potential haul route. 

 
•            The developer should assess visual impacts from existing national roads. 
 
•            The developer should have regard to any EIAR/EIS and all conditions and/or modifications imposed by An Bord 

Pleanála regarding road schemes in the area. The developer should, in particular, have regard to any potential 
cumulative impacts. 

 
•            The developer, in preparing EIAR, should have regard to TII Publications (formerly DMRB and the Manual of 

Contract Documents for Road Works). 
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•            The developer, in preparing EIAR, should have regard to TII’s Environmental Assessment and Construction 

Guidelines, including the ‘Guidelines for the Treatment of Air Quality During the Planning and Construction of 
National Road Schemes’ (National Road Authority (NRA), 2006). 

 
•            The EIAR should consider the ‘European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations, 2018, (S.I. no. 549 of 

2018)’, and, in particular, how the development will affect future action plans by the relevant competent 
authority. The developer may need to consider the incorporation of noise barriers to reduce noise impacts (see 
‘Good Practice Guidance for the Treatment of Noise during the Planning of National Road Schemes (NRA, 
2014)’). 

 
•            It would be important that, where appropriate, subject to meeting the appropriate thresholds and criteria and 

having regard to best practice, a Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) be carried out in accordance with 
relevant guidelines, noting traffic volumes attending the site and traffic routes to/from the site, with reference 
to impacts on the national road network and junctions of lower category roads with national roads.  

 
It is noted that Section 4.11.2.1 of the EIAR Scoping Report indicates that the Institute of Environmental 
Management and Assessment (IEMA) Guidelines (2023) would form the basis for which the effects of traffic 
during the construction phase would be assessed. In relation to national roads, TII’s ‘Traffic and Transport 
Assessment Guidelines’ (2014) should be referred to in relation to proposed development with potential 
impacts on the national road network. The scheme promoter is also advised to have regard to Section 2.2 of 
TII’s TTA Guidelines, which addresses requirements for sub-threshold TTA.  
 
Any improvements required to facilitate development should be identified. It will be the responsibility of the 
developer to pay for the costs of any improvements to national roads to facilitate the private development 
proposed, as TII will not be responsible for such costs. 

 
•            The designers are asked to consult TII Publications to determine whether a Road Safety Audit is required. 
 
•            In the interests of maintaining the safety and standard of the national road network, the EIAR should identify 

the methods/techniques proposed for any works traversing/in proximity to the national road network. 
 
•            TII recommends that the applicant/developer should clearly identify haul routes proposed and fully assess the 

network to be traversed. Where abnormal ‘weight’ loads are a feature of the development, e.g., turbine or 
substation components, separate structure approvals/permits and other licences may be required in connection 
with the proposed haul route. All national road structures on the haul route through all the relevant County 
Council administrative areas should be checked by the applicant/developer to confirm their capacity to 
accommodate any abnormal ‘weight’ load proposed. 

               
              In addition, the haul route should be assessed to confirm capacity to accommodate abnormal ‘length’ loads and 

any temporary works required are identified. 
 

The national road network is managed by a combination of PPP Concessions, Motorway Maintenance and 
Renewal Contractors (MMaRC) and local road authorities, in association with TII. 
 
The applicant/developer should also consult with all PPP Companies, MMaRC Contractors and road authorities 
over which the haul route traverses, to ascertain any operational requirements, including delivery timetabling, 
etc., to ensure that the strategic function of the national road network is safeguarded. 
 
Where temporary works within any MMaRC Boundary are required to facilitate the transport of turbine 
components to site, the applicant/developer shall contact thirdpartyworks@tii.ie  in advance, as a works 
specific Deed of Indemnity will be needed by TII before the works can take place. 
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Additionally, any damage caused to the pavement on the existing national road arising from any temporary 
works due to the turning movement of abnormal loads (e.g., tearing of the surface course, etc.) shall be 
rectified in accordance with TII Pavement Standards and details in this regard shall be agreed with the road 
authority prior to the commencement of any development on site. 
 
Any Road Safety Audit requirements should be addressed. 
 

•            Grid connection and cable routing proposals should be developed to safeguard proposed road schemes, as TII 
will not be responsible for costs associated with future relocation of cable routing where proposals are catered 
for in an area of a proposed national road scheme. In that regard, consideration should be given to routing 
options, use of existing crossings, depth of cable laying, etc. 

 
TII acknowledges that grid connection routing options are indicated in your EIAR Scoping referral, with 
connection proposed to the Bellacorrick Substation. The proposed route includes significant routing along the 
N59, national road. Therefore, please note in the context of the existing national road network, in accordance 
with the National Planning Framework National Strategic Outcome no. 2 ‘Enhanced Regional Accessibility’, 
there is a requirement to maintain the strategic capacity and safety of the network. This requirement is further 
reflected in the National Development Plan, the National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland and 
also the existing Statutory Section 28 ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’. 
 
There is around 99,000km of roads in Ireland. The national road network, which caters for strategic inter-urban 
travel, consists of only approx. 5.4% of this. There is a critical requirement to ensure the strategic capacity and 
safety of this national road network is maintained and significant Government investment already made in the 
national road network is safeguarded. 
 
The provision of cabling along the national road network represents a number of significant implications for TII 
and road authorities in the management and maintenance of the strategic national road network and TII is of 
the opinion that grid connection cable routing should reflect the foregoing provisions of official policy. 
 
Section 12.4.1.1 ‘Accelerate Renewable Electricity Generation’ of the Climate Action Plan 2024 (CAP24) outlines 
the objective of reaching 80% of electricity demand from renewable sources by 2030 through a range of 
measures, including; ‘All relevant public bodies will carry out their functions in a manner which supports the 
achievement of the renewable electricity targets, including, but not limited to, the use of road and rail 
infrastructure to provide a route for grid infrastructure where this is the optimal solution’. 
 
Consistent with CAP24, for all renewable energy developments requiring grid connection to the national grid, TII 
recommends that a full assessment of all route alternatives for grid connection takes place, including 
alternatives to public road, where appropriate. In TII’s experience, grid connection accommodated on national 
roads has the potential, inter alia, to result in technical road safety issues such as differential settlement due to 
backfilling trenches and can impact on ability and cost of general maintenance, upgrades and safety works to 
existing national roads. 
 
Having regard to the foregoing, in TII’s opinion, the grid connection routing, where it is proposed to utilise the 
road network must demonstrate that the route proposed represents the ‘optimal solution’. In addition, there is 
a finite road space available to accommodate all utilities in the road network and TII is aware of a number of 
other grid connection proposals routing to the Bellacorrick Substation. It is recommended that a co-ordinated 
approach to grid connection routing in this area is achieved to avoid risk to the effective delivery of renewable 
energy projects in the area. 
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Other consents or licences may be required from the road authority for any trenching or cabling proposals 
crossing the national road. TII requests referral of all proposals agreed and licensed between the road authority 
and the applicant which affect the national road network. 
 
Cable routing should avoid all impacts to existing TII infrastructure such as traffic counters, weather stations, 
etc. and works required to such infrastructure shall only be undertaken in consultation with and subject to the 
agreement of TII. Any costs attributable shall be borne by the applicant/developer. The developer should also 
be aware that separate approvals may be required for works traversing the national road network. 

 
Notwithstanding any of the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive, thus site and 
development specific issues should be addressed in accordance with best practice. 
 
I hope that this information is of assistance to you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
________________________ 
Alban Mills 
Senior Regulatory & Administration Executive 
 
 

From: Gerald O'Reilly <goreilly@slrconsulting.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:45 PM 
To: INFO <Information@tii.ie> 
Subject: Muingmore Wind Farm Environmental Impact Assessment Report – Scoping and Consultation 
 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TII. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender 
and are sure that the content is safe.  

Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
Please find attached the following items for consultation for the above named project 

 Consultation Letter 
 Figure 1 of Consultation Letter 
 Scoping Report 
 Appendix 1 of Scoping Report 

 
This letter is being issued to you as part of the consultation process for the EIAR. As part of the consultation process, we 
would be interested in receiving any comments you may have on the proposed development, relevant to your area of 
expertise, before 16th May 2024 in writing or in email to: goreilly@slrconsulting.com 
 
 
 

Gerald O'Reilly 
    

Associate Planner 
 

-
 

Environmental & Social Impact Assessment
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+44 3300 886631
 

M 
  

+44 7976 692955
 

E
  

goreilly@slrconsulting.com
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SLR Consulting Limited
  

Clockwise, River House, 48 High Street, 
 

Belfast, 
 

Belfast, 
 

United Kingdom 
 

BT1 2BE
    

    

 
 

  

    

Confidentiality Notice and Privacy 
 
This communication, and any attachment(s) contains information which is confidential and may also be legally privileged. It is intended for the exclusive use of the 
recipient(s) to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or action taken or not taken in reliance on it is prohibited 
and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please advise the sender by e-mail and then delete the e-mail and any attachments from your 
system without retaining any copies. As e-mails and any information sent with them may be intercepted, corrupted and/or delayed, SLR does not accept any liability for 
any errors or omissions in the message or any attachment howsoever caused after transmission or the transmission of any viruses. Messages to and from us may be 
monitored for reasons of security, to protect our business and to ensure our compliance with legal and regulatory obligations and our internal policies. 
Any advice or opinion is provided on the basis that it has been prepared by SLR with reasonable skill, care and diligence, taking account of the manpower, timescales 
and resources devoted to it by agreement with its Client. It is subject to the terms and conditions of any appointment to which it relates. Parties with whom SLR are not in 
a contractual relationship in relation to the subject of the message should not use or place reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this 
message and any attachment(s) for any purpose. 
We take your privacy seriously. For information about how we process your personal data, please see our Global Privacy Notice at 
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/b0ecix6u/production/4d538364442e7636de2570fe5250279f1970d95e.pdf 
 
SLR Consulting Limited. A company incorporated in England and Wales with registered number 03880506 and with its registered office at 1 Bartholomew Lane, London 
EC2N 2AX. 
  

 
 
In accordance with TII's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of normal 
working hours, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours unless it is clearly 
noted as requiring urgent attention. 
 
De réir pholasaí BIÉ An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, má tá an ríomhphost seo á fháil agat lasmuigh de 
na gnáthuaireanta oibre, nílim ag súil le freagra ná le gníomh uait lasmuigh de do ghnáthuaireanta oibre 
féin mura bhfuil sé ráite go soiléir go bhfuil gá gníomhú go práinneach. 
 
TII processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available at 
https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/ 
 
Próiseálann BIÉ sonraí pearsanta a sholáthraítear dó i gcomhréir lena Fhógra ar Chosaint Sonraí atá ar 
fáil ag https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga 
 
TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error then 
please notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including attachments. 
 
Córas r-phoist BIE: Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rún agus 
beartaithe lena n-úsáid ag an duine aonair nó ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dírithe chuige/chuici amháin. 
Más rud é go bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí bhotún, cuir sin in iúil do postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, 
agus scrios an ríomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltáin. 


